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Dear neighbors,

Now that the 2008 session is 
over, I’m back in my district office 
and looking forward to hearing 
from you.

A lot has happened in the last 
couple years, and Washington 
state has had to adapt — your 
family is probably doing the same 
thing. Gas prices are insane; 
health care costs keep rising, and 
the economy has slowed down in 
the last year.

In response to this uncertainty, 
the Legislature passed a respon-
sible budget, focused on the 
basics, which included a record 
$850 million in reserves. Some 
of our other accomplishments are 
detailed inside the newsletter.

Thanks again for letting me 
represent you; it’s an honor.

Larry Springer

2008 Session
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Critical 
movement on  
520 in Olympia
We simply couldn’t leave 
Olympia this year without a 
solid plan to replace the SR 
520 Bridge. This roadway is vital to our district, which is why I’m 
pleased to report on the progress we made.  

Agreement on bridge design
The final details are still being worked out through a mediation 
process, but general agreement has been reached on a six-lane 
replacement bridge design. We will build two general-purpose lanes 
and one high-occupancy vehicle/transit lane in each direction. Most 
importantly, we will make the landings at either end large enough to 
accommodate future construction of additional high-capacity transit 
in both directions. This is a milestone achievement and will ensure 
our ability to accommodate future growth in our region.

A new bridge sooner at a lower price
Gov. Gregoire issued good news in March, announcing that the bridge 
can be completed sooner and built for millions less. The current plan 
has the replacement open for traffic in the fall of 2014, 4 years ahead 

of schedule. This expedited 
schedule will cut $100 to $200 
million from the construction 
costs.
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